
 

2018-2019 Medium Term Plan 
Year: EYFS 

Term: Autumn 2: Celebrations and Festivals 
            Time to Celebrate! 

 

 Area of 
Learning 

Week 1 
22/10/18 

Week 2 
29/10/18 

Week 3 
5/11/18 

Week 4 
12/11/18 

Week 5 
19/11/18 

Week 6 
26/11/18 

Week 7 
3/12/18 

Week 8 
10/12/18 

Week 9 
17/12/18 

English-Reading Introduce the 
Diwali story- Big 
Book 
Focus words: 
the, said 
 
Breaking News- 
Encourage the 
children to read 
the Breaking 
News 
Powerpoint- 
segment words 
with the 
children for 
them to blend 

Continue to 
read the 
Diwali story- 
Big Book 
Focus Words: 
he, she 
 
Breaking 
News- 
Encourage the 
children to 
read the 
Breaking News 
Powerpoint- 
segment 
words with the 
children for 
them to blend 

Cbeebies- 
Poppy 
animation 
 
Talk to the 
children 
about the 
clip. Can you 
put a script 
together for 
the video 
that has no 
words.  
 
How does 
the rabbit 
feel when 
he hides 
under the 
helmet? 

Introduce 
the story: 

Funny Bones 
 

Talk about 
the repeated 

phrases.  
 

Can you 
predict what 

is going to 
happen next 

using the 
repeated 
phrases? 

Continue 
with the 

story Funny 
Bones 

Create a Talk 
for Writing 
Board- look 
at grammar. 

 
Can we draw 
pictures to 

remind us of 
the story? 

The Christmas 
Story-Nativity 

 
Choose 3 

HFW that the 
children are 
finding tricky 
and focus on 
these when 
delivering a 

big book 
session.  

Continue with 
the story 
Nativity 

Create a Talk 
for Writing 

Board- look at 
grammar. 

 
Can we draw 
pictures to 
remind us of 
the story? 
 

Nativity 
Sheets 

 
Assess the 
children’s 

reading and 
add their 

development 
to the 

‘Reading 
Tracker’. 

Christmas 
around the 

world –  
How do 

other people 
celebrate 

Christmas? 
https://www
.bbc.co.uk/n
ews/av/worl

d-
35179143/h

ow-
christmas-
day-was-

celebrated-
around-the-

world 
 
 

Children take home reading books: Sharing books and PM books 
Teachers/LSA begin 1:1 reading- children should be working at PM3 by Christmas and recognise some HFW.  

  

English-Writing Wanted Poster: 
Create a wanted 

poster to help 
find Princess 

Character 
description: 

Ravana, Rama 
or Sita. 

Using the 
painting 

they have 
created of 

Skeleton 
Speech 

Children to 
read the 

Ask the 
children to 
draw their 

funny bones 

Letters to 
Santa- Write a 
letter to Santa 

asking for 

Writing an 
insert for 

their 

Writing 
about their 
favourite 

part of the 

Writing a 
Thank you 
letter to 

Twinlakes for 



Sita- Encourage 
the children to 

hear initial 
sounds in 

words-challenge 
them to write a 
cv or cvc word.  

Encourage 
children to 

hear the initial 
sounds in their 

words-
Challenge HAP 

children to 
write a short 

sentence.  

the 
fireworks to 

celebrate 
Diwali/Hallo
ween/Bonfir

e ask the 
children to 

write a label 
of the 

sounds they 
could here- 
Pop, crash, 

bang, 
crackle 

 
HAP- Write 
a sentence 

using an 
adjective 

Challenge- 
what 

colours did 
you see? 

Funny Bones 
Story.  Look 

at the 
Speech 

bubbles and 
discuss why 
they are in 
the story.  
Encourage 

the children 
to discuss 
the main 

events in the 
story are 

share what 
they think 

the Skeletons 
are saying to 
each other.  
Children to 
use sound 

mats to 
segment and 
blend words 

orally, 
writing the 
skeletons 

conversation. 

character on 
some black 
paper with 

chalk.  
Can they 
label the 

parts of the 
skeletons 

body? 

something 
they would 

like for 
Christmas-
Send these 
off to the 
Royal Mail 

 
To Santa,  

I would like a 
…. 

From …. 
 

Have key 
words ‘like’ 
and ‘would’- 
encourage 

them to find 
these words 

using the 
initial sounds 

in them. 

Christmas 
cards. 

 
Thurs/Fri: 

Writing about 
their 

favourite part 
of the Winter 
Wonderland 

trip. 

Winter 
Wonderland 

trip. 
 

Encourage 
the children 

to write a 
sentence- 

HAP: Use the 
conjunction 

and.  

letting us 
come and 

visit them at 
the park- 

Model letter 
writing- Can 
they use the 
phrase ‘to’ 
and ‘from’ 

Phonics RWI 
Word time 1 
Assessment 

RWI 
MAP/LAP 

 (Set 1 sounds): 
g i n o p 

Word Time 2 

MAP/LAP 
 (Set 1 

sounds): e f h 
l sh 

Word Time 3 
HAP 

MAP/LAP 
 (Set 1 

sounds): j r v 
w y 

Word Time 3 
HAP 

MAP/LAP 
 (Set 1 

sounds): ch ng 
nk qu th 

Word Time 4 
HAP 

MAP/LAP 
 (Set 1 sounds): 
ch ng nk qu th 
Word Time 4 

HAP 
 (Set 1 sounds) 

MAP/LAP 
 (Set 1 sounds): 

x z ch 
Word Time 5 

HAP 

MAP/LAP 
 (Set 1 

sounds): x z ch 
Word Time 5 

HAP 

Assessment 
MAP/LAP 

 (Set 1 
sounds): recap 
Word Time 5 

HAP 



HAP 
 (Set 1 sounds) 

 e f h l sh 
Word Time 3 

 (Set 1 
sounds) 
 J r v w y 

Word time 4 

 (Set 1 sounds) 
 Ch ng nk qu th 
Word Time 4 

 (Set 1 sounds) 
Ch ng nk qu th 
Word Time 5 

 X y ch 
 

Word Time 5 

 (recap Set 1 
sounds)  

Word Time 6 

 (Recap Set 1 
sounds) 

Word Time 6 

 (Recap Set 1 
sounds) 

 Word Time 7 

Mathematics-
Number 

Number 0 and 1 
 

See Separate 
Plan 
 
Counting Sita’s 
jewels when 
taking them out 
with tweezers- 
who has 
more/less? 

Number 0 and 
1 

Circles 
See Separate 

Plan 
Counting the 
seeds in the 

Pumpkin- who 
has more 

seeds? Who 
has less? How 
many more do 

you have? 

Number 2 
 

See 
Separate 

Plan 
 
 

Number 2 
 

See Separate 
Plan 

Number 3 
Triangles 

See Separate 
Plan 

Number 3 
Triangles 

See Separate 
Plan 

Number 4 
Squares/ 

rectangles 
See Separate 

Plan 

Number 4 
Squares and 

Squares 
See Separate 
Plan 

Number 5 
Pentagon 

See Separate 
Plan 

Mathematics- 
Shape, Space & 

Measure 

Circle- Sita’s 
jewels- What 

shape are Sita’s 
jewels? 

Repeated 
patterns: 
Create a 

lantern using a 
repeated 
pattern- 

children use 
different 
shaped 

stampers.  

Circle- Can 
the children 

create a 
poppy using 

two large 
circles and 
one small 

one? 

Triangles- 
size  

 
Hammers 
and Nails 

Triangle-size Squares and 
rectangles 

Shapes in the 
environment 

 
Shape hunts 

Squares and 
rectangles  

 
Repeated 
Patterns- 
Christmas 

paper 

Squares and 
Rectangles 

 
 

Pentagon 
 

Shape 
 

Understanding 
the World 

Introduce Diwali 
to the children- 
Cbeebies video 

clip- What 
celebrations do 
we celebrate? 

Immerse the 
children in the 
celebration of 
Diwali- invite 
someone into 

school who 

How do 
Poppies 
grow?  

 
Look at 

what plants 

How can we 
keep our 

bones 
healthy?  

Discuss what 
our bones 

Discuss what 
can happen if 

we do not 
look after our 

bones. 

What is 
Winter? 

Discuss and 
explore the 
changes in 

the seasons. 

Use 
technology to 

create a 
Christmas 

preparations 
book to help 

Explore the 
similarities 

and 
difference 
between 

each other.  

Explore 
similarities 

and 
differences 

between  
Xmas in the 



Talk about our 
child who is a 

Jehovism 
Witness 

celebrate 
Diwali- play 
music and 

dress up in a 
sari. Provide 
the children 

with food 
eaten when it 

is Diwali. 

need to 
grow. 

 

need to keep 
strong? 

 

Have the 
children ever 

had bone 
issues?  Who 
helped them?  
How did they 
help them? 

Make our 
own snow 

science. 

others to get 
ready for 
Christmas 

Do we all 
celebrate 

festivals in 
the same 

way? 
Explain the 
importance 

of respecting 
each other’s 

opinions 
even if we 
disagree or 

feel 
differently 

about them. 

Uk and Xmas 
around the 

world. 
 

Physical 
Development 

Physical Literacy scheme:  
Week1-4: Muscular Strengthening- Core strength 

Week 4-9: Dodgeball 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Create a 
Rangoli 
pattern- 

explore the use 
of colour and 

creating 
patterns with 

colour. 

Create a 
lantern using a 

repeated 
Pattern-

Practice cutting 
in a straight 

line using 
scissors 

Develop fine 
motor skills by 
creating a diva 
lamp- push the 
beads into the 

thumb pot 
made with clay.  

Create your 
poppy stone- 

Why is red 
significant? 

 
Create a 
fireworks 

picture- Look 
at chalk 

techniques 
and colours.   

Create a 
picture 

inspired by 
the 

characters in 
‘Funny 
Bones’. 

Make 
skeleton 
music: 
Creates 

sounds by 
banging, 
shaking, 

tapping or 
blowing into 

a range of 
instruments. 

Practice the 
songs for the 

Nativity 
 

Tree 
decorations 

Practice the 
songs for the 

Nativity 
 
 

Christmas 
Cards 

Practice the 
songs for the 

Nativity 
 

Creating 
head dresses 
for Nativity 

Christmas 
craft – Card 

making, 
Christmas 

tree 
decorations, 
Sweet treats 



Communication 
and Language 

Remind the 
children of 

how we show 
good listening 
on the carpet 
at circle time 

and snack 
time.  

 
 

Hairdressers 
for roleplay 

Turn the 
hairdressers into 

Sita’s dressing 
room at the 

palace. 

Transform 
the reading 
area into a 

poppy 
background. 

 
Florist for 
role play.   

Transform 
the roleplay 

area into 
A&E with 
images of 
xrays and 
medical 

equipment 
to play with. 

Transform 
the roleplay 

area into A&E 
with images 
of xrays and 

medical 
equipment to 

play with. 

Santa’s 
grotto-elves 

workshop 
 

Provide the 
children with 

the characters 
from the 

Nativity scene 
so they can 

act it out with 
their peers.  

Santa’s 
grotto-elves 

workshop 
 

Provide the 
children with 

the characters 
from the 

Nativity scene 
so they can 

act it out with 
their peers. 

Understand, 
and 

confidently 
discuss a 
range of 

ideas based 
around the 
theme of 

Christmas – 
Do we all 

celebrate in 
the same 

way? 

Two 
channelled 
attention – 
Children to 

listen to 
instructions 

whilst 
completing a 
craft based 

activity. 
 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

Respect: Model and 
encourage positive behaviours 

in the classroom- Introduce 
the ‘What this area looks like’ 
cards to the children- can they 

use these to set up the 
activity? 

Reinforce the 5 learning 
expectations displayed 

Begin to go into 
singing and 
celebration 

assembly- Can 
we show 

respect to the 
speaker? 

What does 
good listening 

look like? 

Children to 
think about 
themselves 
positively.  
What do 
their bones 
help them to 
do well? 

Children to 
think about 
themselves 
positively.  
What do 

their bones 
help them to 

do well? 

Thinking about others at 
Christmas: 

Show children clips about how 
people help others during the 

festive period. 
Create discussion points to 

allow children to share their 
ideas with their peers. 

Discuss more 
and less: 

How should 
we respond 
if some one 

has 
more/less 

than we do? 
 

Roleplay 
positive 

behaviour 
towards 

others and 
encourage 

the children 
to spot peers 

who are 
domonstrati
ng positive 

Link to 
Redlands R: 

Reflectivenes
s: Children to 

consider 
how to 
become 

more 
thoughtful  

and 
considerate 

towards 
others.  Was 

the Inn 
Keeper 

considerate? 
How did 
Joeseph 

show respect 
to Mary? 



behaviour 
and being a 
good role 
model at 
playtime. 

RE/ SMSC Diwali celebration- What does 
the celebration look like? 

What do people do to 
celebrate? 

How is the celebration 
different to our celebrations- 
Is it ok to celebrate different 

things/beliefs? 

Talk to the 
children about 
the significance 

of 
Remembrance 
Day- Do they 

have family that 
was in the war? 

What 
festivals are 
the children 

looking 
forward to? 
Encourage 

the children 
to consider 
and discuss 

forth-
coming 
festivals 
and why 
they are 
looking 

forward to 
them. 

Encourage 
children to 

consider and 
discuss 

festivals/even
ts of personal 
significance 

during 
gathering 

time. 

Christmas - What does the 
celebration look like? What do 

people do to celebrate? 
How is Christmas different to 
other celebrations- Is it ok to 

celebrate different 
things/beliefs? 

Discuss the 
significance 

of the 
Christmas 

story. 
What are the 

children’s 
thoughts 
about the 
Christmas 

story? 

Discuss the 
significance 

of the 
Christmas 

story. 
What are the 

children’s 
thoughts 
about the 
Christmas 

story? 

British Values Understanding different 
religions- Tolerance and 
respect- How is the Diwali 
celebration different and 
similar to festivals and 
celebrations we celebrate? 

Talk about the 
significance of 
a Poppy- How 
did the soldiers 
feel when they 
went to war? 
Why did they 
go to war? 

Use 
Newsround 

to discuss UK 
wide and 

world issues 
with a focus 

on tolerance. 

Use 
Newsround 

to discuss UK 
wide and 

world issues 
with a focus 

on tolerance. 

Use Newsround to discuss UK 
wide and world issues with a 

focus on individual liberty and 
the right to have different 

opinions. 

How does 
the 

Christmas 
story affect 

people 
today? 

How does 
the 

Christmas 
story affect 

people 
today? 

 


